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We start our new season of Strut activities with the AGM on 6 September, 
19:45 in BAWA Room 4.  You should by now have received the calling notice 

and Agenda.  As usual we will try to keep essential business short, and then 
hear about what you have been doing over the summer. 
 
For the following meeting on October 4, our own Chris Wright, Chairman of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society's General Aviation Group will tell us about the 
Group's activities. 
 
Following last year's successful (apart from the result) skittles match against 
the Bristol Aero Club, we have arranged another booking at BAWA for  Satur-
day 19 November. 
 

And lastly, for the moment, we hope to have a Saturday morning visit (date to 

be announced) to Retro Track & Air at Dursley. 

Hope to see many of our members, and any visitors, on Tuesday.  

LAST MONTH’S MEETING  

Back in June we were welcomed to the National Police Air Service base at 

Almondsbury by base manager Sgt Alec Linton.  He provided an interesting 

briefing on the Service, its roles, equipment and funding.  The detailed opera-

tions of the crew of pilot and two Tactical Flight Officers were explained, with 

video clips.  The quality and flexibility of camera and FLIR images was very 

impressive. 

 

Unfortunately their 

helicopter hadn't 

returned from 

maintenance, but 

we had the oppor-

tunity to look round 

the broadly similar 

Great Western Air 

Ambulance Eu-

rocopter EC135. 
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Picture Quiz  

Last month picture from Phil Mathews: 

Definitely nearer to us than the last ones sent in by Phil….. 

Many responses expected—but none received—either it was too easy or 

you were all out enjoying the summer break. 

The answer is 

An aerial shot of Hinkley point. 

 

 

This month 

The last contribution from Phil is a bit different—can you identify the 

aircraft from it’s shadow and where is it taken? 

 

The LAA Grass Roots Fly In  

This Weekend 2nd—4th September 

All LAA members should have received an email from ‘HQ’ with details about this, the LAA’s main event of the year.   

LAA Chairman Eryl Smith, who heads the organising team says “Over the last few months we have been working 
closely with Popham Aerodrome to identify how best to develop the event, taking full advantage of Popham’s 
grass runways and the airfield’s famed rural ambience to create a special event.” 

This is a wonderful chance to catch up with old friends and make new ones, whether you’re going for a day or 

whole weekend.  Do pop into the Struts Tent and say hello to whoever is on hand at the time and have a much 

appreciated cuppa and sit down….. 
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FROM MY DAD’S NOTEBOOK  by Neville Parton 

In the last newsletter Neville wrote:   For this month’s quiz – another slightly less-well know aircraft in RAF 
service – and this time my father was involved at both ends of the value chain as an RAF armourer! 

Phil Mathews sent in the following:  

The Coastal Command aircraft is a Lockheed Neptune used for maritime patrol and anti submarine war-
fare. 

As an aside, back in 1946 a Neptune loaded with fuel in extra tanks 
fitted in practically every spare space in the aircraft, set out from Perth, 
Australia to the United States.  The aircraft set off on 9 September 
1946, with a rocket-assisted takeoff. 2½ days (55h, 18m) later, it 
touched down in Columbus, Ohio after 11,236.6 mi (18,083.6 km).  It 
was the longest un-refuelled flight yet, beating the unofficial 10,212 mi 
(16,435 km) record set by the Japanese Tachikawa Ki-77.  This would 
stand as the absolute un-refuelled distance record until 1962 when it 
was beaten by a USAF Boeing B-52 Stratofortress, and would remain 
as a piston-engined record until 1986 when the Rutan Voyager broke it circumnavigating the globe. This 
Neptune is now in a museum in the USA. 

 

Neville’s  information is as follows: 

My father flew in this particular aircraft on the 12th August 1954, when it was carrying out rocketry trials. 
He’d been involved in loading the rockets in the first place, and then went along to see them being fired 
– he didn’t make any comment in his diary on the results though! As for the aircraft, it was a P2V-5 Nep-
tune – an export version of the Lockheed P2 Neptune operated by the RAF from 1952-7 as a stop-gap 
maritime patrol aircraft until the Shackleton force built up. 

 

As for the next aircraft – see what you make of this! 
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Notes from the Military-Civil Air Safety Day (MCASD) 2022 

I was fortunate enough not only to attend the MCASD this year, but also to be able to fly-in – although sadly I end-

ed up going in by myself as Trevor’s unfortunate rupturing of his achilles tendon meant that he couldn’t get into 

DENS! The weather on departure was not great – a cloud-base of 1800-2000’ – but soon improved, and by the time 

the Benson MATZ had been reached it was 2,500’ with the sun breaking through!  

RAF Halton was a great location for the MCASD: a lovely long grass runway, a historic site (including some pretty 

ancient toilet facilities!) and excellent admin arrangements with a bacon butty and coffee on arrival, and then an 

excellent ploughman’s lunch before departure.  There were also a considerable number of displays both inside the 

hangar and outside, covering gliding, microlights, drones, and the RAF Sport Flying association – together with 

more RAF Halton specific elements (phase 1 training and the history of the airfield). 

The main themes for this year were infringements of controlled airspace and airprox – based upon the number 1 

shared risk between military and civil aircraft which is mid-air collision.  It was interesting to note that the number of 

airprox reports has risen by 10% every year since 2017 (with the exception of 2020), and unsurprising to note that 

95% of these were between GA aircraft below 3,000’ in Class G airspace.  Considerable discussion around causes 

(‘squeezing’ of airspace; poor lookout; lack of a mandated approach to EC); and mitigations (using EC, improving 

lookout (a presentation in its own right!) and thinking about highest threat areas).  A clever electronic voting system 

allowed for considerable interaction with the audience on topics – and it was clear that most of the audience were 

in favour of a mandated approach to EC.  

On the infringements front, causes identified fell into 2 areas: lapses in concentration during flight (distractions due 

to weather, passengers, moving-map issues and incorrectly set altimeters) and poor pre-flight preparation (routing 

too close to CAS, not briefing properly (NOTAMS)). Skills fade had been a particular challenge in 2021 as pilots re-

turned to flying post-COVID.  Mention was also made of using the NATS AIS website to check for NOTAMS – now 

much more useable with the ability to select NOTAMS along a narrow-route.  Interestingly they don’t guarantee 

(perhaps obviously) that apps such as SkyDemon will show you all the NOTAMS that may be appropriate! 

TEM (Threat and Error Management) was much referred to throughout the day – and having used this approach in 

earnest when Hannah and I planned our Dawn to Dusk flight, I can heartily recommend it – along with the ‘Take 2’ 

approach.  Finally, a presentation on ‘See and Avoid – the Last Barrier’ provided both some interesting science and 

helpful hints on improving visual lookout.  Go to https://www.airproxboard.org.uk/topical-issues-and-themes/top-

tip-video-clips/ for further information and a great video (collision avoidance) – and there’s even an app available for 

smartphones.  

Overall a great day with some thought-provoking presentations, plus the opportunity to meet a lot of like-minded 

individuals.  I would strongly recommend attending in future if you can – apart from anything else it provides an 

unparalleled opportunity to discuss issues and question approaches being taken with some senior folk from the 

CAA, Military flight safety and organisations such as GASCO and AOPA. 

I’ll leave you with the closing words of Mike O’Donoghue (CE GASCO) – always ask yourself just before you go fly-
ing, “What’s going to get me today”! 

 

https://www.airproxboard.org.uk/topical-issues-and-themes/top-tip-video-clips/
https://www.airproxboard.org.uk/topical-issues-and-themes/top-tip-video-clips/
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Where to go in September Free/Reduced landing Fees: 

Flyer: Manchester Barton; Holmbeck Farm; Kingsmuir 

Light Aviation: Barton Manchester, Blackbushe (1/2 Price), East Kirkby (closed Sunday/Mondays)  

 

 

September 10th—Cornwall Strut Fly in at Bodmin  Contact Pete White Chairman 01752 406660   07805 805679      

pete@aeronca.co.uk   
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AND FINALLY! 
 

Thanks to Stephen Pemberton for the following: 

“I thought you might like to see the attached picture both for its amusement and possible quiz for members to identify the 

location     As a clue, when I last visited it in August 2005, the only runways were grass” 

The editor has been through commercial airports a few times this summer and can appreciate the humour in this photo.   

 

Can you identify where it was taken by Stephen?  Answers to Mary at Secretary@bristolstrut.uk  

http://bristolstrut.uk/
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
mailto:Secretary@bristolstrut.uk

